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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This document serves as the Review of the Dikgatlong Municipality Spatial 

Development Framework (SDF). The adoption of this SDF is a legal 

requirement, and as such fulfils the requirements as set out within the Spatial 

Planning and Land Use Management Act (Act No.16 of 2013). This SDF is an 

integral component of the Integrated Development Plan (IDP); it both informs 

and translates the IDP spatially and guides how the implementation of the 

IDP should occur in space. The SDF therefore guides the overall spatial 

distribution of land uses within the Municipality to give effect to the spatial 

vision, goals, and objectives of the district. 

This SDF is also aligned with provincial and municipal sector plans and 

strategies as a way of ensuring that the desired spatial form and outcomes 

of the Municipality are achieved. The SDF is wide strategic document that 

goes with the IDP, it does not provide definitive statements on all aspects of 

spatial development in the Municipal Area as such it is advisable that this 

SDF be read in conjunction with other Council approved sector plans. These 

plans include Urban Development Frameworks (UDFs), Local Area Plans 

(LAPs), Precinct Plans or Special Projects, etc. as these translate the 

strategic and spatial intentions of the SDF into detailed and cadastral based 

land use and implementation plans and facilitate the translation into 

Schemes. 

 

PROCESS UNDERTAKEN 

This section outlines and briefly discusses the Review of the Dikgatlong SDF 

Development Process. The approach that has been chosen in preparing the 

Review of the Dikgatlong Local Municipality SDF complies with the Municipal 

Planning and Performance Management Regulations of 2001 and the Spatial 

Planning and Land Use Management Act (SPLUMA No. 16 of 2013). The 

drafting of this SDF adhered to the Guidelines for the Development of Spatial 

Development Frameworks, introduced by the Department of Rural 

Development and Land Reform as well as the COGTA Spatial Planning 

Guidelines. 

SUMMARY OF THE STATUS QUO 

This section includes the current status of sectors within the DLM and has 

been developed through alignment with the SPLUMA Pillars of Biophysical, 

Built Environment and Socio Economic. 

The following Legislation and Plans were analysed to ensure alignment: 

National Consideration 

Á The Constitution of South Africa Act No. 108 of 1996 

Á The Municipal Systems Act 32 of 2000 

Á Promotion of Administrative Justice Act 3 of 2000 

Á Traditional Leadership and Governance Framework Act 41 of 2003 

Á The Inter-governmental Relations Framework Act 13 of 2005 

Á The Environmental Conservation Act No. 73 of 1989 
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Á The National Environmental Management Bio-Diversity Act No. 10 of 

2004 

Á The National Heritage Resource Act No. 25 of 1999 

Á The National Environmental Management Act No. 107 of 1998 

(NEMA) 

Á The National Water Act No. 36 of 1998 

Á National Development Plan 

Á National Spatial Development Framework, 2018 

Á The White Paper on Wise Land Use Spatial Planning and Land Use 

Management 

Á Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act No, 16 of 2013 

Á Local Government ͮ  Back to Basics Strategy 2015 

Á Integrated Service Delivery Model 2016 

Provincial Consideration 

Á Provincial Growth and Development Strategy 

Á The National Environmental Management Bio-Diversity Act No. 10 Of 

2004 

Á Northern Cape Provincial Spatial Development Framework Error! 

Bookmark not defined. 

Local Municipal Policy Alignment 

Á Dikgatlong Spatial Development Framework 

Á Environmental Management Framework (EMF) 

Socio-Economic Assessment 

According to Statistics South Africa census 2011, Dikgatlong Local 

Municipality has seen an increase in total population of 46 841 to 48473 

(Community Survey 2016) with a total 3.5 increase in population over the last 

few years. The following population is thus projected for the year 2050, using 

an average growth rate of 0.7% p/a 

Municipality  2011 2016 2050 

Dikgatlong Local 

Municipality  

46 840 48 463 59 756 

 

The following are economic sectors found in DLM: 

Á Agriculture  ͮ12.3% 

Á Mining - 30.6% 

Á Manufacturing- 9.5% 

Á Electricity & Water - 1.1% 

Á Construction  ͮ3.1% 

Á Trade - 8.5% 

Á Transport - 4.7%  

Á Finance & Business ͮ  8.6%  

Á Community Services- 21.7%  

Built-Environment Assessment 

The Land Use assessment for the Dikgatlong LM was conducted through 

wall-to-wall verification of current land uses pertaining to the following 

towns: 



 

13 
 

¶ Barkley West 

¶ Windorston 

¶ Delportshoop  

Bio-Physical Assessment 

Climate change is currently one of the biggest pressing issues on the 

development agenda. The need to reduce carbon emissions is great 

importance. Cities are said to be responsible for approximately 75% of 

greenhouse gases worldwide and should thus offer alternatives to change  

Impacts of climate change on DLM and the world as a whole: 

¶ Frequent and intense drought 

¶ Storms 

¶ Heat waves 

¶ Weather events are becoming more frequent and severe 

¶ Water quality decreases 

¶ Health risks  

SWOT Analysis and Key Issues 

Spatial planning directives from the National and Provincial level as well as 

the district sector plans and local Municipal plans aims to unpack the state 

of the area or the sector within its location. Through a detailed analysis of 

these plans, we are able to create a picture of the positive and negative 

aspects of each sector within the areas that either fall within the district or 

surrounding the district which has equal impact on how the district 

functions. 

The section highlights the SWOT Analysis and Key Issues pertaining to the 

Dikgatlong Local Municipality. These have been developed through a 

Workshopping session with the Local Municipalities and Internal and 

External Municipal Departments. Some of the key issues that are of key 

importance include but are not limited to; 

¶ Lack of suitable incentives for energy saving.  

¶ Old infrastructure 

¶ Insufficient economic activities happening in the local 

municipality  

¶ There is a lack of skill development centres 

¶ Social facilities are not giving out quality services 

¶ There is a housing backlog 

¶ Decreasing Mining activities 

¶ Deterioration of the tourism sector 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

The ;Strategic Framework΄ in relation to a Spatial Development Framework 

refers to the strategic background and guidelines which will underpin the 

development of the Spatial proposals. It aims to identify the strategic spatial 

focus of and the municipality. The development strategy includes 

meaningful target measures and objectives that help focus on the key efforts 

that implement the strategy. The chapter takes the process shown in the 

diagram. 

The Dikgatlong SDFͻs Vision is stated below; 
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;To become a financially viable municipality which plans for, implement and 

maintains the environment, offer affordable quality services, provide 

sufficient access to social facilities, making use of our natural resources 

and creating conditions in which there are employment and spatial land 

development opportunities΄ 

The following Concept plan is the preferred scenario to achieve the vision. 

 

 

 

For the Dikgatlong LM Spatial Development Framework there are Six (6) 

Spatial Structuring Elements that can guide spatial development and 

decision-making in the district and these elements include: - 

¶ Nodes, 

¶ Corridors 

¶ Urban/ Settlement Edge 

¶ Waterbodies 

¶ Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs)  

¶ Urban Revitalisation Areas Marginalized Townships  

SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 

A Spatial Development Framework is a framework that seeks to guide overall 

spatial distribution of current and desirable land uses within a municipality, 

in order to give effect to the vision, goals and objectives of the municipal IDP 

Biophysical Framework 

There are four (4) different types of conservation areas that can be found 

within the Dikgatlong municipal area: 

¶ River Systems 

¶ Dams 

¶ Critical Biodiversity Areas 

¶ Threatened Eco-systems 

It has been seen through the SDF that DLM has the opportunity to promote 

the advancement of the Agriculture sector and further promote jobs in this 
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sector on order to ensure that the LM does not only play the role in supplying 

the agricultural demand within the district/province/ country but also 

promoting job creation for the locals, thus ensuring that they are able to 

benefit by this sector and essentially become in a situation where they are 

less grant dependent and are able to live more sustainable lives. 

 

Socio economic Framework 

The key economic sectors within the DLM is as follows: 

¶ Primary Sector (Agriculture and Mining) 

¶ Secondary Sector ((Manufacturing, electricity and construction) 

¶ Tertiary Sector (Trade, transport, financial and social services) 

 

The Dikgatlong Local Municipality identified 5 (five) tourism areas which 

have the potential to be developed and marketed in order to promote 

economic growth. These tourist areas are:  

¶ Game Viewing/ Trophy Hunting 

¶ Mining Tourism; 

¶ Expansion of the Hospitality Industry 

¶ Adventure Tourism; and 

¶ Eco-Tourism.  
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Built Environment Framework 

The concept for the future development of the district is to strengthen the 

existing residential nodes, both Urban and Rural areas and define the edges 

of these areas, to protect the areas of Agricultural potential as well as the 

areas of environmental sensitivity.  

The following are some of the key spatial development drivers in the area:  

¶ Έ Land reform program, particularly its impact on agricultural land and 

establishment of new settlements on agricultural land.  

¶ Έ Low- income settlements located in isolated areas such from the 

major commercial nodes and employment opportunity areas.  

¶ Έ Changes in the agricultural sector arising from an increasing number 

of farmers that are involved in game farming  
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Overall Spatial Development Framework 

 

 

LAND USE MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 

This section outlines the Land use Management within the district and how 

this should be undertaken within the district through the implementation of 

SPLUMA and the Spatial Planning Categories. 

Spatial Planning Categories: 

¶ Spatial Planning Category A & B: Core and Buffer Areas 

¶ Spatial Planning Category C: Agriculture Areas 

¶ Spatial Planning Category D: Urban and Rural Areas 

¶ Spatial Planning Category E: Industrial Areas 

¶ Spatial Planning Category F: Surface Infrastructure and Building 

IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK 

The Implementation Plan depicts the projects reviewed and identified as 

part of this SDF development process. Each project includes the following 

info: 

1. Description of the Project 

2. Responsible Department 

3. Municipality/ Region 

4. Source of Funding 

5. Total Project Cost 

6. Phased Budget 

CONCLUSION 

The development of the Spatial Development Framework is derived from 

the outcome of the Spatial Analysis and the feedback from the 

workshopping sessions regarding the key issues faced by various 

departments who operate within the space. 
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SECTION A:  

INTRODUCTION 
The Spatial Development Framework (SDF) for Dikgatlong Municipality was 

reviewed and adopted by Council in 2014. It was reviewed then, in 

compliance with the provisions of section 26(e) of the Municipal Systems Act 

(MSA) 2000.  

As such, this Dikgatlong Municipality SDF is developed as a product that is 

sustainable, legally compliant with SPLUMA and provides clear guidance for 

growth and development. 

In addition to the requirements of legal compliance and sustainability, it is 

imperative that an SDF provides for the localization of national and provincial 

sector specific policies and guidelines. Central to the process is the drive 

toward redressing the imbalances of the past which resulted in the spatial 

segregation of people, land use, social and economic activities. 

The SDF has been reviewed to comply with the provisions of the Spatial 

Planning and Land Use Management Act (SPLUMA) 2013, MSA and the 

Department of Agriculture Land Reform & Rural Development (DALRRD) 

SDF's Guidelines of 2017. 

A.1 PROJECT PHASING 

The development of the SDF followed the following phases. 

 

PHASE 1: Inception 

PHASE 2: Issues and Vision 

PHASE 3: Spatial Analysis and Synthesis 

PHASE 4: The Draft SDF Document 

PHASE 5: Achieving Support for the Draft SDF 

PHASE 6: Finalisation, Approval and Gazette 

PHASE 7: Publish the Notice in the Provincial Gazette 

PHASE 8: Implementation Plan 
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A.2 PROJECT LOCALITY 
Provincial Locality 

The locality of the municipality is discussed as it 

relates to the Northern Cape Province as well as key 

locational points within the municipality.  

The province is bordered by the following: 

¶ North West to the North; 

¶ The Free State Province to the east; 

¶ The Eastern Cape Province to the southeast; 

¶ The Western Cape Province to the southwest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAN 1: Provincial Locality 
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District Locality 

Dikgatlong LM forms part of the four (4) local 

municipalities within the Frances Baard District 

municipality.  

The Frances Baard District Municipality is bordered 

by: 

¶ John Taolo District Municipality 

¶ Mgcawu District District Municipality  

¶ Pixley Ka Seme District Municipality 

¶ Dr Ruth Segomotsi Mompati District 

Municipality 

¶ Lejweleputswa District Municipality  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAN 2: District Locality 
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Municipal Locality 

Dikgatlong LM is located within the Northern Cape 

Province. The Municipality is considered to be one 

of the biggest, in terms of area within the four (4) 

local municipalities within the Frances Baard 

District Municipality  as it is 7 316 Km2 in extent and 

consists of seven (7) wards  

Dikgatlong Local Municipality is bordered by the 

following Local Municipalities: 

¶ Greater Taung Local Municipality 

¶ Magareng Local Municipality - FBDM 

¶ Sol Plaatjie Local Municipality - FBDM 

¶ Sinyancuma Local Municipality 

¶ Kgatelopete Local Municipality 

¶ Ga-Segonyana Local Municipality 

¶ Siyancuma Local Municipality 

 

 

 

 

PLAN 3: Municipal Locality 
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Towns and Settlements 

The following settlements can be 

found within the Dikgatlong LM: 

¶ Barkley West 

¶ Delportshoop 

¶ Gong-gong 

¶ Windsorton  

¶ Ulco 

¶ Longlands 

¶ Pniel 

¶ Koopmansfontein 

¶ Holpan 

¶ Stillwater 

¶ Proteahof 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PLAN 4: Settlements 
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Wards 

According to the FBDM SDF, Dikgatlong is demarcated into 8 wards and Council has 15 

Councillors. This is to ensure proper consultation cascades even to the basic units in the 

different communities.  

The purpose of wards is to: 

¶ Promote democratic and accountable government for local communities 

¶ Ensure the provision of sustainable services to communities 

¶ Promote a safe and healthy environment; and 

¶ Encourage community participation in local government  

 

 

  

PLAN 5: Wards 
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SECTION B:  

STATUS QUO

POLICY ASSESSMENT AND ALIGNMENT

The alignment with other policy documentation is of extreme importance 

through all the spheres of government as well as across sector departments. 

This is to ensure a holistic and integrative approach towards the 

development of spatial development frameworks. 

The Department of Rural Development and Land Reform (DRDLR) has set 

out guidelines on the development of spatial development frameworks 

through all the spheres of government.  

 

Figure 1: SDF Process- DRDLR 

What is a Spatial Development Framework? 

A Spatial Development Framework (SDF) is a long-term plan which aims to 

manage growth and changes within a municipal area in order for the 

municipality to become more sustainable, integrated, and equitable. 

What is the link between the Integrated Development Plan 

(IDP) and SDF? 

A Spatial Development Framework (SDF) provides a ;geographical 

expression to the economic, social, cultural and ecological policies of society. 

It is at the same time, a scientific discipline, an administrative technique and 

a policy developed as an interdisciplinary and comprehensive approach 

directed towards a balanced regional development and the physical 

organisation of space according to an overall strategy.΄ 

The SDF will co-ordinate the spatial implications of all strategic sector plans 

such as engineering, housing, community services, etc. 
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The SDF should give physical effect to the vision, goals, and objectives of the 

municipal IDP. The SDF also informs the land use management of a 

municipality.  

B.1 National Policy Alignment 

This section will discuss national level developed policies with regards to 

their relation to the Spatial Development Framework (SDF) process.  

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN, 2013 

¶ The National Development Plan (NDP) is a national plan towards 

2030 that seeks to transform the countryͻs spatial fragmentation, 

promote social and sustainable economic transformation and 

improvement of governance. The plan highlights six (6) priority areas 

towards achieving its goals: 

¶ Uniting South Africans so as to achieve prosperity and equity 

¶ Promoting active citizenry to strengthen accountability, democracy, 

and development 

¶ Bringing about economic growth, labour absorption and attracting 

investment 

¶ Building a capable and development state 

¶ Encouraging strong leadership throughout society  

¶ Focusing on key capabilities of people and the state 

The plan highlights a number of critical issues towards the countryͻs 

development but of relevance are the following chapter: 

¶ Chapter 8 highlights the importance of sustainable human 

settlements  that bridges the rural/urban divide of our countryͻs 

landscape.  What is stressed in this chapter is location and planning 

of future settlements as this relates to access to infrastructure, 

transportation.  

¶ Chapter 4 highlights the need to invest in infrastructure so as to 

promote access to services such as water, electricity, transportation, 

ICT.  

¶ Chapter 5 of the plan highlights the importance of environmental 

sustainability measures and principles. Exploration of alternative 

renewable energy resources such as wind and solar, reducing 

carbon emissions, water resource management. Attempts to 

address and reduce the effects of climate change that include social 

vulnerability. 

¶ Chapter 6 discusses the integration of rural areas through 

infrastructure development, rural economies, land reform, and 

diversification of industry to include agriculture, tourism, and small 

enterprise developments industries. 

SPATIAL PLANNING AND LAND USE MANAGEMENT ACT, 16 OF 

2013 

The Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act No. 16 of 2013 

(SPLUMA) was assented to by the President of the Republic of South Africa 

on 5 August 2013. SPLUMA is a framework act for all spatial planning and 

land use management legislation in South Africa. It seeks to promote 
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consistency and uniformity in procedures and decision-making. Other 

objectives include addressing historical spatial imbalances and the 

integration of the principles of sustainable development into land use and 

planning regulatory tools and legislative instruments.  

SPLUMA requires national, provincial, and municipal spheres of government 

to prepare SDFs that establish a clear vision, which must be developed 

through a thorough inventory and analysis based on national spatial 

organization principles and local long-term development goals and plans.  

SDFs are thus mandatory at all three spheres of government. Sub-section 

12(2) confirms that all three spheres must participate in each otherͻs 

processes of spatial planning and land use management and each sphere 

must be guided by its own SDF when taking decisions relating to land use 

and development.  

Chapter 4 Part A. of SPLUMA sets out the focus and general requirements 

that must guide the preparation and compilation of SDF products at the 

various scales. Chapter 4 is divided into six parts of which, Part A provides 

an extensive introduction to the purpose and role of SDFs and sets out the 

preparation requirements and expectations of the SDF process. 

The SDF will be informed by aligning the following development principles of 

SPLUMA: 

¶ Spatial Justice 

Each development application must be assessed to determine 

whether it will contribute to a more just and equitable spatial 

outcome. Spatial justice incorporates important active intentions, 

such as: 

¶ Inclusivity  ͮ actively promoting the inclusion, rather than the 

exclusion, of disadvantaged groups and areas; 

¶ Redress ͮ  to make up for past imbalances and injustices; 

¶ Increased access ͮ  by disadvantaged groups and also spatially 

through well located developments; 

¶ Incorporation of disadvantaged areas  ͮ to create a more just 

spatial form, and 

¶ Flexible mechanisms with applicability in previously excluded 

areas  ͮ inclusion of incremental development procedures for 

upgrading informal settlements for example and developing 

suitable zoning and regulations for slums or informal areas or 

traditional areas where existing procedures made the 

development and use of land illegal and criminalised residents. 

 

¶ Spatial Sustainability 

This principle looks at the long term view of development and 

embraces the concepts of environment, social and economic 

sustainability. 

¶ Spatial Efficiency 
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This principle embodies the notion that we need to use our 

resources efficiently and not be wasteful of them and of our time and 

capacity as we have resource constraints. We must make the best 

and most efficient use possible with the limited resources available. 

¶ Spatial Resilience 

This principle embodies the notion that communities that live in vulnerable 

spatial locations have less ability to withstand economic and social shocks 

so spatial plans and policies need to be flexible to enable them to continue 

to have sustainable livelihoods. 

¶ Good governance 

This principle embodies the notion of integration in all spheres of 

government. This integration is through sector inputs in the preparation and 

amendments of spatial plans, policies and land use schemes 

 

Figure 2: SPLUMA principles-SPLUMA, 2013 

MUNICIPAL SYSTEMS ACT, NO. 32 OF 2000 

The Municipal Systems Act (MSA) was assented on 14 November 2000. The 

Act is aimed at providing core principles, mechanisms and processes that 

are required to enable municipalities to move progressively towards the 

social and economic improvement of local communities and, ensure 

universal access to essential services that are afforded to all. 

NATIONAL HERITAGE RESOURCES ACT, NO. 25 OF 1999 

The Act seeks to empower communities to conserve and nurture their 

legacies for current and future generations as well as to promote good 

management of national state. 

This legislation aims to promote the management of national heritage 

resources, to set out principles to govern heritage resource management. 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, NO. 107 of 

1998 

The Act establishes in law certain principles that provide a framework for 

environmental management in South Africa.  In addition, NEMA makes 

provision for the formulation of Environmental Implementation Plans by 

Provinces.  These Implementation Plans are the vehicle for implementing the 

NEMA principles, and municipalities are required to adhere to them. 
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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: PROTECTED 

AREAS ACT 57 OF 2003 

The National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act (PAA) was 

enacted to provide for declaration and management of protected areas in 

South Africa. The Protected Areas Act (PAA) should be read in conjunction 

with the principles set out in National Environmental Management Act 

(NEMA) and Section 5 and 6 of National Environmental Management Act 

(NEMA). Protected Areas Act (PAA) represents a shift in the approach to 

conservation from the historical ;protectionist΄ approach (i.e. exclusion of 

local communities) to allowing controlled access to resources and 

participation in the management of protected areas. 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: WASTE ACT, NO 

59 OF 2008 

This Act notes the importance of waste management, set out norms and 

standards in relation to waste management, stipulate waste service 

standards at different spheres of government.  

Sustainable development requires that generations of waste are avoided as 

the Constitution states that everyone has a right to an environment that is 

not harmful to his or her health, to have the environment protected for the 

benefit of the present and future generations through reasonable legislative 

and other measures that: 

¶ Prevent pollution and ecological degradation; 

¶ Promote conservation; and  

¶ Secure ecologically sustainable development and use of natural 

resources while promoting just economic and social development. 

The Act notes that waste, under certain circumstances is a resource and 

offers economic opportunities.  

NATIONAL SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK, 2018 

GUIDELINES 

Consolidate and direct the rapid population growth in the eastern half of the 

country to national urban nodes, clusters and corridors by (1) creating quality 

human settlements and (2) centres of human capital excellence, innovation, 

trade, inclusive green economies and regional enterprises, and in the process 

reaping the urban dividend. 

Consolidate settlement growth in (1) growth regions in emerging and fast-

growing urban nodes, and (2) distressed and sparsely populated areas and 

areas that are becoming increasingly more arid in existing large urban nodes. 

NATIONAL NETWORK OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ANCHORS 

Identify, support, and strengthen strategically located regional anchor towns 

through (1) targeted settlement planning and development, (2) higher-order 

social infrastructure provision, (3) focused support for small and medium-

sized enterprise development, industrialisation and economic diversification. 

¶ Use the investment and enhanced social service provision in 

regional anchors to encourage officials working in these rural 
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regions to stay in these settlements and contribute to the local 

economy, instead of commuting to larger towns or cities on a 

daily or weekly basis. 

¶ Clearly identify the role of specific settlements as gateways and 

interchanges on the regional public transportation network and 

incorporate these as such into the planning of functional rural 

regions. 

¶ Strengthen the connectivity of traditional areas and rural 

settlements with (1) higher-order urban settlements, and (2) 

economic systems in funct ional rural regions by making use of 

road and rail network and regional corridor development. 

¶ Plan social infrastructure provision within a regional-rural 

setting using the ͺsocial services wheelͻ, and use such 

investment to establish and create well-funct ioning, compact, 

lively, rural settlements, and regional rural systems 

Kimberley has also been defined as a National Urban Node within the NSDF 

where the plan has outlined Kimberley as a distressed and sparsely 

populated areas and areas that are becoming increasingly more arid, 

consolidate settlement growth in (1) existing large urban nodes, and (2) 

emerging and fast-growing urban nodes. 

NATIONAL TRANSFORMATION CORRIDORS 

Three National Transformation Corridors have been outlined in the NSDF, the 

North-western Corridor which traverses the FBDM is one of the 3 identified 

National Transformation Corridors.  

The NSDF has identified these areas to be categorised to have (1) large, 

youthful populations, (2) shared histories of deep deprivation and neglect as 

former Apartheid Bantustans, (3) high levels of poverty and unemployment, 

and (4) dense and sprawling rural settlement forms. They are also areas of 

high ecological value to the country as there is known to be enormous source 

of groundwater, in the case of the North western Transformation Corridor. It 

has further been noted that the North western Transformation Corridor 

includes crucial cattle and irrigation farming activities. 

The corridor is set to experiences very harsh climatic conditions in the not-

too-distant future however, due to intensive irrigation, farming has become 

established as a regionally and nationally important economic activity, and 

mining has a become a earner of foreign exchange for the country. 

The NSDF aims to ensure the following for North western Corridor: 

¶ Extend and improve the transportation networks, ensure regular 

maintenance and upgrading of existing infrastructure, notably 

roads, increase investment in high-speed ICT infrastructure and 

enhance urban-rural and rural-rural connectivity; 

¶ Develop a network of (1) strong and vibrant existing and 

emerging cities and large towns to fulfil the role of fully-fledged 

national urban nodes, (2) viable regional development anchors, 

and (3) well capacitated rural service centres; 

¶ Ensure effective city and town management to prevent sprawl, 

ensure innovative settlement planning and urban land reform, 

well-managed land-use, enabling infrastructure investment. 
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¶ Provide catalytic, innovative, and contextually suitable 

sustainable infrastructure, social and basic services to support 

enterprise development, well-being, and inclusive growth with 

both an ecological and human-focussed approach. 

¶ Prioritise human capital and people-centred enterprise 

development, e.g. arts and culture, tourism, knowledge creation, 

education and innovation; 

¶ Optimise the agricultural opportunities in the region and support 

the establishment of small-scale farming activities, agri-

enterprises and agri- led industrialisation, to foster productive 

rural regions, enhance national food security, and strengthen 

national water security; 

¶ Develop the tourism sector and creative industries in the region, 

with an emphasis on small-and-medium-sized farming 

activities, and agri-eco production; 

¶ Ensure the protection and management of ecological 

infrastructure and national resources and protected areas, 

including SWSAs and high-value agricultural land; and 

¶ Establish strong regional growth and development compacts, 

including all role-players, i.e. the three spheres of government, 

traditional leaders, communities (notably youth), the private 

sector, CBOs, NGOs and organised labour, and ensure regional, 

cross provincial and cross-municipal boundary collaborative 

spatial development planning and governance. 

The Plan below highlights the North-western Corridor as outlined in the 

NSDF: 

Within this Corridor, Sol 

Plaatjes has been 

identified as an Urban 

Core and Barkley West, 

Hartswater, Jan 

Kempdorp, Pampiestad 

and Ritchie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL ECOLOGICAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCE 

SYSTEM 

Areas within the FBDM have been defined as National Ecological Biodiversity 

areas. These are Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs) and Strategic Water 

Figure 3: North-Western Transformation Corridor 
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Source Areas (SWSAs). They could also be used for the socio-economic 

benefit of people, cities, and economies in the regions in which they are 

located. The NSDF mentions that ͺDevelopmental co-benefitsͻ must be 

created through effective management and use of strategic ecological and 

biodiversity management areas, to support rural livelihoods, especially with 

regards to custodianship and tourism opportunities. 

There are also various National Protected areas located within the district. 

These are Protect national ecological resources and national heritage areas. 

National spatial development is well-planned and well-managed to enable 

protection, as well as the effective use and beneficiation of national protected 

areas in accordance with the relevant regulations. 

 

Figure 4: National Development Priorities 

NATIONAL WATER ACT, NO 36 OF 1998 

The Act aims to ensure the protection, use, development and conservation, 

management of the countryͻs water resources 

The Act states that it should be recognised that water is a scarce resource 

that is unevenly distributed throughout the country. Water should be 

protected in order to ensure sustainability of the countryͻs water resources. 

Sustainability and equity are central guiding principles in the protection, use, 

development, conservation, management and control of water resources.  

INTEGRATED URBAN DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK (IUDF), 

2016 

The IUDF aims to guide the future growth and management of South African 

urban areas, including towns and cities. The IUDF is a local response to the 

Sustainable Development Goals, particularly ;Goal 11: Making cities and 

human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainablé . It also seeks 

to guide the development of inclusive, resilient and liveable urban 

settlements while addressing the unique conditions of South Africaͻs cities 

and towns. To achieve this, the following strategic goals are stipulated: 

¶ Spatial integration through spatial transformation of settlement 

forms, transportation networks, social and economic nodes; 

¶ Inclusion and access by ensuring that people have access to social 

and economic services and opportunities; 
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¶ Growth to harness urban dynamism for inclusive, sustainable 

economic growth and development; 

¶ Governance by enhancing the capacity of the state and citizens to 

work together to achieve spatial and social integration. 

The IUDF has an urban focus although it is essential in guiding economic 

development of small towns. This document emphasises the importance of 

stakeholder 

engagement and 

participation for the 

transformation of 

small towns. The 

diagram below depicts 

which stakeholders 

are of importance for 

the urban 

transformation.  

Figure 5: Critical Stakeholders for Urban Transformation Agenda, IUDF 2016 

 

NATIONAL FOREST ACT, 84 OF 1998 

The principles of the National Forest Act (Act 84 of 1998) pertain to: 

¶ The protection of natural forests (except under exceptional 

circumstances where the Minister determines that the proposed 

new land use is preferable in terms of its economic, social or 

environmental benefits) 

¶ The conservation of a minimum area of each woodland type; and 

¶ The management of forests to ensure the sustainability of resources 

(wood, soil, biological diversity etc) 

No person may cut, disturb, damage or destroy any indigenous living tree in, 

or remove or receive any such tree from a natural forest, except in terms of: 

¶ A licence issued under subsection (1) of section 23 or 

¶ An exemption from the provisions of this subsection published by 

the Minister in the Gazette on the advice of Council.  

The Minister may declare to be a natural forest, a group of indigenous trees 

whose crowns are not largely contiguous; or where there is doubt to whether 

or not their crowns are largely contiguous, if he or she is of the opinion based 

on scientific advice, the trees that make up a forest which needs to be 

protected in terms of this part. The Minister declares a forest to be a natural 

forest by publishing a notice on the Gazette and publishing a notice in two 

newspapers circulating in the area and airing a notice on two radio stations 

broadcasting to the area. The Minister may issue a license to cut, damage or 

destroy any indigenous, living tree in, or remove or receive any such tree from 

a natural forest.
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B.2 PROVINCIAL POLICY ALIGNMENT 

This section discusses Northern Cape provincial policy and legislation as it 

relates to the development of Spatial Development Frameworks. 

PROVINCIAL GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 

The Provincial Growth and Development Plan (PGDP) developed by the 

Provincial Government of the Northern Cape, is a document aligned to the 

NDP and the National Spatial Development Framework. The purpose of a 

PGDP is to provide the strategic framework, sectoral strategies and projects 

that will place the province and its people on a trajectory of growth and 

prosperity. To achieve this, the PGDP addresses issues of economic growth, 

social development, environmental protection, employment creation, poverty 

eradication and good governance concretely with implementable projects to 

advance the liveability of all in the province. 

The PGDP, with its long-term vision, aims to place the Northern Cape 

Province on a new development trajectory of sustainable development. 

The PGDP outlines that the Northern Cape Provinceͻs economy is highly 

dependent on the primary and tertiary sectors for growth and employment. 

This concentration implies economic vulnerability on several fronts such as 

external economic fluctuations, climate change, international commodity 

price changes and national government policy priorities. 

Spatial transformation in the Northern Cape Province implies inclusive and 

sustainable economic growth. Small towns and rural communities must 

become Economic Transformation, Growth and Development drivers 

through diversification, skills development, infrastructure development, 

optimised resource utilisation, the empowerment of vulnerable groups and 

investment attraction. In line with the SPLUMA Act 16 of 2013, critical factors 

in achieving spatial and economic transformation in the Province include: 

¶ Equitable access to economic and employment opportunities 

¶ Equitable access to transport, energy, water, bulk and 

communications infrastructure  

¶ Equitable access to land and food security 

¶ Equitable access to social services and public amenities 

¶ Equitable access to a healthy natural environment 

¶ Equitable access to housing and municipal infrastructure 

¶ Equitable access to natural resources 

The characteristics underpinning the Northern Cape Growth & Development 

Strategy are centered towards charting towards a new socio-economic 

trajectory. This trajectory is one that advocates for the social and economic 

emancipation of the people of the province, from the clutches of colonial 

repression, through land reform initiatives, through the creation of 

environments that have a core focus on the reduction of poverty, 

unemployment and inequality and through initiatives that promote 

environmental sustainability, good governance and livable environments. 

The output of the strategy is the overall attainment of social and economic 

transformation for the province by 2040, which is not only connected to the 
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principles of the Freedom Charter and the National Development Plan but 

acts as an important vanguard for district and local development. 

THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BIO-

DIVERSITY ACT NO. 10 OF 2004 

The Act makes provision for the management and conservation of South 

Africaͻs biodiversity within the framework of the National Environmental 

Management Act, 1998; the protection of species and ecosystems that 

warrant national protection; the sustainable use of indigenous biological 

resources; the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from 

bioprospecting involving indigenous biological resources; and the 

establishment and functions of a South African National Biodiversity 

Institute. 

The Northern Cape Agriculture sector is one of the key sectors that drive the 

economy of the province. Therefore, the PGDP aims for the province to have 

a productive, sustainable, and healthy agricultural sector it needs to 

contribute to job creation, social welfare, as well as ensure sustainability of 

natural resources.  

The PGDP further outlines Frances Baard District Municipality (FBDM) as the 

smallest among the five District Municipalities in the Northern Cape 

Province. The Vaalharts Irrigation Scheme, is the largest irrigation scheme in 

South Africa, can be found in FBDM. This water scheme is the primary water 

source for the agricultural industry in this district municipality and provides 

water to farmers in Jan Kempdorp, Pampierstad, Warrenton as well as other 

settlements in the area. Most agriculture land is used for the cultivation of 

maize. Other crops include wheat, various fruit and vegetables, ground nuts, 

pecan nuts cotton, canola and Lucerne. 

NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCIAL SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT 

FRAMEWORK 

The metamorphosis of any area into a ͺdevelopment stateͻ, be it at a national, 

provincial and/or local context, as enshrined by the constitution, requires a 

dedicated integrated planning process, which effectively incorporates 

innovative and best-practice strategies, pertaining to its obligation in 

achieving social, economic and environmental sustainability. It remains of 

paramount importance to remain cognizant of the fact, that the Provincial 

Spatial Development Framework (PSDF), remains an extension of the 

Provincial Growth and Development Plan, expressing the needs and 

aspirations of the people of the province in the spatial context, as highlighted 

in the development drivers of the Provincial Growth and Development Plan 

(PGDP). 

Key Issues Facing the Province 

It is cardinal to note that whilst the province is plagued with underlying key 

issues, many of which have been inherited from the scourge of Apartheid 

Planning, the effective redress of these inherent challenges, not only has the 

potential to change the trajectory of the province, but to birth opportunity in 

areas of ailments. As such the province is plagued by the following key 

issues; 
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¶ Human settlements characterized by high levels of poverty and 

limited job creation, which result in an exponential increase in 

urbanization and informal settlements, as well poor 

accessibility, thereby rendering it extremely difficult to provide 

crucial health and social services to isolated rural communities 

¶ Infrastructure development- numerous areas and towns are 

experiencing water shortages and inadequate electricity supply, 

with many villages relying on contaminated groundwater, 

unsuitable for human consumption.  

¶ Connectivity and mobility- the vast distances within the 

province lead to high transport costs, which tend to trap the 

previously, marginalized into poverty traps, as well as a limited 

number of roads are paved, thereby limiting overall connectivity 

and mobility, 

¶ Provincial resources- a high level of water use, and 

environmental degradation is associated with mining or 

extractive industries, as well as continuous conflict between 

mining and agricultural land uses, and what is often found is that 

agriculture and mining activities, often take place within close 

proximity to environmentally sensitive areas. What is also found 

is vast distances and poor transit systems to and from tourist 

attractions within the province, 

Vision 

The vision of PSDF is as follows: 

;Sustainable urban and rural spatial development based on a modern space 

economy supported by an integrated national and provincial infrastructure 

network and the responsible use of natural resources providing sustainable 

livelihoods for all΄ 

The vision is focused on forging towards a more inclusive, productive, and 

resilient economic trajectory. At the core of the Northern Cape Spatial vison 

is sustainable urban and rural development, which is connected and aligned 

with the national and provincial infrastructure and a move towards more 

responsible use, of natural resources in order to bring about more 

sustainable livelihoods. 

Spatial Structuring Elements 

At the core of spatial structuring elements is the effective movement of 

people, goods and services. As such the following spatial structuring 

elements are encompassed in PSDF; 

¶ The development and reinforcement of varied growth centres, 

with increased access to public transport, economic 

opportunities and social amenities. 

¶ Growth centers in the form of urban regions e.g. Kimberly and 

regional growth centers viz. Kuruman and Upington 

¶ Tourism nodes which represent growth centres with potential 

for agri-tourism, eco-tourism, botanical tourism, marine and 

coastal tourism, heritage tourism and adventure areas. 
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¶ Development corridors, which increase of levels of mobility and 

access and reduces spatial marginalisation 

¶ Development zones which guide where development can take 

place within the province 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B.3 LOCAL POLICY ASSESSMENT AND 

ALIGNMENT 

This section of the report discusses local level policy and legislation that 

affects the development of a Spatial Development Framework (SDF). 

DIKGATLONG SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 

The concept of democratization is one that is highly flawed in its 

interpretation, particularly as it is often limited to the science of politics. 

Democratization as a concept, however plays a fundamental role, not only as 

a pillar but as a guideline for the effective implementation of the Dikgatlong 

Spatial Development Framework, both as a forward planning tool , as well as 

a tool with the core objective of bringing about redress and reform. In so 

doing it is a framework which advocates for the redress of the socio-

economic aspect through the spatial context, through the move towards 

inclusive, diverse spaces, that promote grass-root involvement and 

representation. 

Key Issues Facing the Municipal Area  

The following are highlighted as existing key issues facing the Dikgatlong 

Local Municipality: 

¶ Old, degraded and poorly maintained infrastructure 

¶ Rural Settlements are low-density, sparse, and inaccessible 

because of poor road infrastructure. 
PLAN 6: Northern Cape SDF 
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¶ Poor refuse removal and proper waste management system, 

resulting in blocked storm water and flooded streets in larger 

settlements 

¶ High unemployment levels 

¶ Lack of educational programs to teach people to work the land 

for food production  

¶ Lack of sport and recreational facilities 

¶ Land claims and former CPA are constraining planned 

development 

¶ Lack of local production and SMMEͻs trapped in low value 

markets 

Spatial Structuring Elements 

Bio regional Planning: Bio-regional planning has gained increasing 

importance in recent years as a methodology for simply and effectively 

addressing the issue of land use management in regional planning. Four 

main land use management zones or areas can be identified. 

Nodes, Corridors and Linkages: The following areas are defined as the 

Nodes, Corridors and Linkages for Dikgatlong: 

1. Barkly West (administrative, retail, mining agri-processing. manufacturing, 

storage, services and transport node); 

2. Windsorton (mining and agricultural node); 

3. Delpoortshoop (mining and agricultural node); 

4. Longlands (mining node) and 

5. ULCO (Mining and Industry) 

Protected and Development Restricted Areas: Dikgatlong SDF outlines the 

Protected areas as the MOSS areas withing the LM as well as the Tourism-

related Conservation areas which includes the following areas: 

¶ Vaal and Harts Rivers and their riverine areas/buffers; 

¶ Ghaap ;mountain΄ plateau; 

¶ Gong-Gong Falls; 

¶ The Burial Sites of historical value. 

¶ Glacial geological features, stone age art and recovered 

artifacts.  

Part and parcel of ensuring that Dikgatlong Local Municipality achieves its 

key objectives is through the identification of the following strategic focus 

areas: 

¶ Restructuring of all urban settlements 

¶ Linking R31 settlements to the main road 

¶ Periodic Market route 

¶ Proposed Housing Projects 

¶ Promoting non-motorised transport  

¶ Mixed passenger services 

¶ Agriculture, mining and bio-diversity conservation 

¶ Point tourism related opportunities 
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The previous Dikgatlong SDF plan is shown below: 

 

PLAN 7: Dikgatlong LM SDF 2014 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK (EMF) 

Environmental Management Frameworks (EMFs) is a regulatory instrument 

which can be used as a strategic planning instrument. EMFs can be used for 

coordinated management of information about an area and for the 

consideration of applications for environmental.  

Development considerations in DLM need to take into account the 

environmental management zone into which a proposed development falls 

and also consider in detail the site-specific environment using the sensitivity 

categories and criteria where applicable. For developments to take place in 

each of the management zones, certain minimum requirements would have 

to be met. While the EMF highlights the importance of maintaining the 

conservation and production functions of the ecological and agricultural 

zones respectively, it accepts the inevitability of urban growth and provides 

guidelines for developments that have to take place on land with ecological 

and agricultural functions. 
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SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS

This section of the report analyses the current municipal situation and is 

therefore carried out in terms of the Department of Rural Development and 

Land Reformͻs Spatial Development Framework Guidelines and Evaluation 

Framework 2014. 

These Guidelines outline 3 pillars which the SDF should be developed in line 

with, i.e., Biophysical, Socio ͮ  economic and Built environment. Each pillar 

has various subcomponents. These are outlined in the figure below. 

 

PLAN 8: SPLUMA Pillars 

B.4 SOCIO-ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 

This section of the document is to reflect on the relation between population 

requirements and the natural resource base. The distribution and changes in 

population growth directly influences the number of services to be rendered.  

DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS 

The demographic analysis sets a basis for the socio-economic analysis as it 

primarily deals with statistical data relating to the population and particular 

groups within it.  

Population 

According to Statistics South Africa census 2011, Dikgatlong Local 

Municipality has seen an increase in total 

population of 46 841 to 48473 (Community 

Survey 2016) with a total 3.5 increase in 

population over the last few years. The following 

population is thus projected for the year 2050, 

using an average growth rate of 0.7% p/a 
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PLAN 9: Population Density 
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Population group 

The Dikgatlong Local Municipality has a total population of 46 840, (Census 

2011). This indicates that the population has increased by 2.7% per annum, 

as the population was 35 773 in 2001. The population is divided into various 

racial groups: the majority being Black African (58.47%), followed by 

Coloured (28.48%), other (8.88%) while Whites (3.62%) and Indians or Asian 

(0.28%) being the least represented. The figure below shows the population 

groups according to the 2016 Community Survey. 

 

The number of households increased from 9 733 households (2001) to 11 

969 households (2011) in the Dikgatlong Local Municipality. This has led to 

a slight increase in the household size; which has increased from 3.7 to 3.9 

(2001 to 2011). 

Gender 

According to research on the Dikgatlong SDF, on average there are 50,76 % 

of females and males 49,24 % males. Basically, there are more females 

than males residing within DLM 

 

Source: Calculations based on Statssa: Census 2011 (2016 Municipal Demarcations), 

Community Survey 2016 

Age 

The population of Dikgatlong Local Municipality consist mainly of young 

people; the biggest age group is those between 0 - 4 years (5232), whilst 

more than 30% of the population is below the age of 15. The importance of 

access to adequate education/health/ sporting/social and cultural facilities 

is vital for Dikgatlongͻs future workforce.  

The aged section of the population 65 contribute only a small percentage of 

the total population but nevertheless requires access to medical facilities/old 

age homes/frail care centres etc. and social security ͮ  pensions etc. 
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Source: Calculations based on StatsSA: Census 2011 (2016 Municipal 

Demarcations), Community Survey 2016 

The Dikgatlong Local Municipality is seeing a slight aging in its population, 

with a 5,4% decline in the age category of between ͺ15 and 34ͻ, while the ͺ0-

14ͻ age category saw a slight decline and the ͻ35-64ͻ age category increased 

by 8,9% between 2011 and 2016. Similar to the other local municipalities, the 

ͻolder than 64ͻ category saw a large increase of 54.1% 

Levels of education 

According to research by the South African Institution of Race Relations 

(SAIRR), people with a university degree have a 75% chance of finding a job 

while those chances decrease with oneͻs level of education. People with a 

matric certificate have a 50 % chance of getting a job while those without a 

matric certificate have a 35% chance. This research shows the importance 

of education as it relates to employability, especially amongst the youth.  

Education prepares individuals so that they are able to play an active role in 

the labour market, which directly affects their quality of life as well as the 

economy of a county and the area they live in. Through the education level, 

one can then understand the skills that an area has and its potential to 

contribute positively to the economy.  

Dikgatlong Local Municipality has a large number of people with some 

secondary school followed by those with some primary levels. Those with 

Grade 12 constitute 12.83% while those higher than Grade 12 only constitute 

1.64%. Thus are a limited number of skilled people available to the labour 

market.   
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Migration 

The Northern Cape and the Frances Baard District, with the exception of 

Phokwane Municipality, are one of the provinces in South Africa that are 

facing net emigration from its towns as well as its rural areas. The main 

reason for this would seem to be the increasing inability of the land and urban 

settlements to sustain reasonable livelihoods. Rural-urban migration is a 

worldwide phenomenon and is happening in all rapidly modernizing 

economies, particularly in India and China. Migration theory has identified a 

number of push factors; declining rural resource base in the primary sectors, 

lack of education and health facilities, discrepancies between rural and urban 

incomes; and pull factors "the bright lights" (aspirations driven by consumer 

advertising), exposure to greater business markers and tertiary education 

facilities.  

Todaro, the development economist, identified that it was possible to have 

significant urban migration in the face of high unemployment levels based 

on the expectations of finding an urban job rather than certainty that such a 

job was available. He noted that the higher the difference between rural and 

urban incomes the greater unemployment levels could be and people would 

still migrate to urban areas. This migration forces raise questions about the 

appropriate nature of local economic development. 

In South Africa a reversal of this trend has been noted where middle class, 

mainly white retirees move to rural towns pushed by the crime and grime of 

cities and the pull of quiet rural environment, relatively cheap housing, 

picturesque towns, good quality internet connections and a range of sporting 

facilities. Three types of people who remain in rural areas can be identified: 

¶ Survivalists who donͻt have skills or aspirations to move to 

towns; 

¶ Those who cannot find work to fulfil globalised aspirations 

locally, mainly public sector but also some tourism, farmers, 

miners and service sector entrepreneurs; and, 

¶ Retirees, generally living off pension or passive income transfers 

from elsewhere,  
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SOCIAL FACILITIES 

Social facilities are a vital aspect of human settlements as they serve as 

sources for social and public services; including health, education, recreation, 

cultural and socializing spaces among other services.  

Access to and availability of social facilities is an important factor which 

attracts and keeps people in an area. Therefore, the section below indicates 

the number of social facilities within the municipality jurisdiction.  

The following strategies for social infrastructure are based on the criteria as 

stipulated in terms of the CSIR Human Settlement Guidelines: -  

Table 1: CSIR Human Settlement Guidelines 

Planning Thresholds Walking Distance Minimum Requirements 

Crèche  2 km Radius 2 400 ͮ  3 000 people 

Primary School 5 km Radius 1 000 ͮ  7 000 people 

Secondary/ High School 5 km Radius 2 500 ͮ  12 500 people 

Library 8-10 km Radius 20 000  ͮ70 000 people 

Clinic 5 km Radius 24 000 ͮ  70 000 people 

Hospital 30 km Radius 300 000 ͮ  900 000 people 

Police Station 8 km Radius 60 000 ͮ  100 000 people 

Post Office 5-10 km Radius 10 000 ͮ  20 000 people 

Pension Pay Points 5 km Radius Variable 

Community Halls 10 km Radius 10 000 ͮ  60 000 people 

Shops 10 km Radius 1 x 5000 people 

Cemetery 15 km Radius 8.8Ha / 50 000 people 

 

The section below aims to highlight the number of social facilities which are 

currently accessible to the people of the Municipality, as well as determine if 

these social facilities are sufficient to cater to the population as per the CSIR 

thresholds above. 

The presence of the social facilities to the residents of Dikgatlong Local 

Municipality gives them a sense of place, a sense of belonging and makes 

life convenient for them. Some wards share facilities with those who do not 

have.   

Below is an overview of the facilities that each ward has in the municipality: 
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Table 2: Summary of Social Facilities 

 

WARD EDUCATIONAL  LIBRARY HEALTH 

SERVICES 

RECREATIONAL SAFETY COMMUNITY 

FACILITIES 

1 3 schools, 

3 ECDs 

1 

(Shared) 

Clinic (shared) Sport complex 

(dilapidated) 

Magistrate court 

(shared) 

Community Hall 

(dilapidated) 

2 2 schools, 3 ECDs 1 Clinic (shared) Swimming pool 

(dilapidated) 

Magistrate court 

(shared) 

Community Hall 

3 3 schools, 5 ECD - Hospital (shared) 

Clinic 

(shared) 

Resort 

(dilapidated) 

Police Station 

(shared) 

- 

4 3 schools 3 ECDs 1 Clinic, mobile 

clinic 

Park 

Sport Complex (dilapidated) 

Police station 

(shared) 

2 Community Halls 

5 2 schools, 2 ECDs - Clinic (shared) - -  - 

6 6 schools, 7 ECDs  3 2 (shared) 4 Halls 

2 stadiums 

4 swimming pools  

Police station 

(shared) 

Community Hall 

7 2 schools, 3 ECDs - Clinic (shared) Sport complex (shared) - Community Hall 
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Health Facilities 

Health facilities vary in scale, size as well as their functionality. This section 

discusses the various health facilities available within the municipality, 

including clinics, hospitals, and community health care facilities. 

There are three main health issues are in the Northern Cape according to the 

CSIR:  

¶ Tuberculosis,  

¶ Asbestosis and  

¶ HIV/AIDS are heath diseases that are affected by factors such 

as human settlement, occupation, and social characteristics. 

The health targets of the Northern Cape PGDS is as follows: 

¶ To reduce infant mortality 

¶ To reduce maternal mortality 

¶ To stabilize the prevalence of HIV/AIDS and begin its reversal by 

2014 

In conclusion the number of facilities appear to be fairly sufficient and fairly 

well spread in relation to the location of the population, only the quality of the 

services, i.e. size, speed of service, frequency of mobile clinic visits, routes 

etc. may need to be addressed. 

 

 

Hospitals 

Primary health care facilities such as clinics and community health care 

centres (CHCs) offer primary health services. Primary health care includes 

functions such as immunisation, fam ily planning, treatment of non-

communicable diseases and disease prevention at community level.  

The difference between clinics and community health care centres (CHCs) is 

their operating times. By law, CHCs are to operate on a 24-hour basis and 

serve complimentary functions to clinics, however, they still serve as primary 

health care facilities. 

There is one hospital in the municipality. 
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Clinics 

Clinics offer more varied and specialised 

health care services. Clinics are thus 

considered as higher order health care 

services such as trauma, emergency 

services and specialised services.  

According to the CSIR guidelines, clinics 

should be within a 1-5 Km walking 

distance from settlements. From the plan 

alongside, we can conclude that DLM has 

9 Clinics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAN 10: Clinics 
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Police Stations 

Police officers protect the lives and property 

of citizens. They maintain order, catch 

lawbreakers, and work to prevent crimes. 

Police officers may patrol the streets on foot 

or in squad cars, control traffic, or work as 

detectives investigating crimes. 

According to the CSIR guidelines, police 

stations should be within a 5-16 Km walking 

distance from settlements. From the plan 

alongside, we can conclude that DLM has 

Five (5) Police Stations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAN 11: Police Stations 
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EDUCATION FACILITIES 

Educational facilities are categorised differently based on grades. For this 

section, education facilities will be differentiated according to grades. 

Early Childhood Development 

Early childhood education (ECDͻs), also known as nursery education, is a 

branch of education theory that relates to the teaching of 

children (formally and informally) from birth up to the age of 

eight. Traditionally, this is up to the equivalent of third grade. ECD is 

described as an important period in child development.  

The plan alongside indicates the 24 (twenty-four) ECDͻs within DLM:

 

Primary Schools 

Primary education is important to provide children with the 

opportunities of self-development and to become an 

important part of the society. Good primary education plays 

a vital role in creating minds that are critical thinkers, leader 

and innovators. 

According to the CSIR Guidelines, primary schools should 

be within a 1  ͮ5 Km walking distance from settlements. 

From the plan alongside, we can conclude that DLM has a 

total of 11 (eleven) primary schools.  

There is one new Primary School [Barkley Rooirand 

Primary School] that is currently in construction and 

that will officially open in January 2023 

  PLAN 12: Primary Schools 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_theory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_grade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_development
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Secondary schools 

Secondary education is an important 

segment in every person's life. It also 

serves as a means to potentially 

empower young girls and boys, raise a 

person's economic status.  

According to the CSIR Guidelines, 

primary schools should be within a 1 ͮ  5 

Km walking distance from settlements. 

From the plan alongside, we can 

conclude that DLM has a total of 3 

(three) secondary schools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAN 13: Secondary Schools 
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Tertiary Education  

Tertiary education, more commonly referred 

to as postsecondary education, refers to 

academic pursuit undertaken after high 

school. Undergraduate programs include any 

postsecondary education that takes up to four 

years to complete, including certificates, 

diplomas, and associate's and bachelor's 

degrees. Graduate programs typically require 

prior completion of an undergraduate degree 

and include diploma, certificate, master's and 

doctoral degree programs. You can find 

tertiary education programs at vocational 

schools, community colleges, technical 

schools, professional schools, colleges, and 

universities. 

The plan alongside indicates the 1 (one) 

tertiary institution located within DLM:  

 

 

 

PLAN 14: Tertiary Education 
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TOURISM 

The Dikgatlong Local Municipality identified 5 (five) tourism areas which 

have the potential to be developed and marketed in order to promote 

economic growth. These tourist areas are:  

¶ Game Viewing/ Trophy Hunting 

¶ Mining Tourism; 

¶ Expansion of the Hospitality Industry 

¶ Adventure Tourism; and 

¶ Eco-Tourism.  

There is considerable unexploited potential for tourism in the Dikgatlong 

Municipality. Much of this potential appears to have been recognized in the 

tourism development plans that have been presented but an effective 

marketing and implementation strategy is required. Training and literacy will 

also be important as tourism is dependent on high levels of service. The 

Frances Baard District Municipalityͻs Local Economic Development Unit has 

identified tourism development as one of its strategic thrusts. The Strategy 

also recognises the need to ensure responsible tourism practices and bring 

host communities into the mainstream of the tourism industry, thereby 

creating opportunities for job creation and the development of small and 

medium enterprises.  

 

 

Activities and attractions in Barkley West:  

Alluvial Diamond Diggings: Licensed prospectors still sift the sand and 

gravel of the Vaal River for ever elusive diamonds. Guided tours only. 

Barkly Bridge and Barkly West Museum. The bridge, the first over the Vaal 

River, was transported in sections from the United Kingdom (by sea, rail and, 

over the last more than 100 km by ox wagon) and erected across the Vaal in 

1885. A steel plate gives details of its manufacture: (Westwood, Baillie & Co, 

Engineers and Contractors, London 1884). Shops in Kimberley and Barkly 

West closed for the occasion when the bridge was opened. A new bridge was 

built alongside in the 1970ͻs. The tollhouse was restored in 2000 as a 

museum with displays on local geology, archaeology and history. 

Canteen Kopje A hill at the entrance to Barkly West. Site of first diamond 

diggings and contain stone tools, weapons and fossils. Alluvial diamond 

diggings from 1870 revealed many archaeological sites. An open-air display 

explains the significance of early hand-axe industries (over a million years 

old). The Canteen Kopje Skull was found in the vicinity in 1925 and was 

described in Nature by Robert Broom in 1929. It is currently subject to re-

appraisal. 

Course of the Vaal River. Characterised by breakwaters where diggers still 

labour, the river has many pools, rapids, waterfalls and features with odd 

names, eg Gong Gong, Beaumontͻs Folly and Bosmanͻs Fortune. 

Nooitgedacht Glacial Pavings. A 250-million-year-old archaeological 

formation  
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Rekaofela Resort (off R31). The resort is home to the Rekaofela Adventure 

Centre. 

St Maryͻs Anglican Church. St Maryͻs Anglican Church. It was the first 

church on the diamond fields. Sir Henry Barkly laid the foundation stone in 

February 1871 

Wildebeest Kuil Rock Art Centre. The Wildebeest Kuil Rock Art Centre is 

situated on a farm belonging to the Xun & Khwe, who collaborated in making 

this pristine Khoisan heritage site open to the public. The Centre boasts a 

superb visitorsͻ centre, a movie auditorium, art & craft shop and tearoom and 

an audio-guided walk through the rock art site. 

Barkly West Resort. It is a municipal owned resort. 

Activities and attractions in Windsorton:  

The Windsorton Glacial Features are a continuation of the Nooitgedacht 

Glacial Pavements which comprise of widespread prominent geological 

features found around Barkly West, and had their origin in the Palaeozoic / 

Dwyka, / Karoo Ice Age, (some 250 - 300 million years ago) where the 

glacially scoured (smoothed and striated) ancient bedrock (re-exposed by 

erosion) was used substantially, and more recently, during the Later Stone 

Age period in the late Holocene as panels for rock engravings. Many diamond 

diggings such as at Rietsplats 15 (Near Windsorton) have escavated the 

diamond bearing overlying gravels and exposed the bedrocks and numerous 

stone age artifacts  ͮ axeheads and cleavers have been recovered. The 

features need to be classified and protected as Heritage Sites 

Activities and attractions in Delportshoop:  

¶ Good fishing at confluence of the Vaal and Harts River. 

¶ Diamond diggers houses (1924). 

Activities and attractions in Gong-gong:  

¶ Tours of old potential heritage mining houses and diggings 

should be established. 

Other attractions: 

¶ Fly Fishing 

¶ River activities: Canoeing, boating, rafting, fishing, etc.  

¶ Game viewing 

Challenges and Issues faced by the Tourism Sector in Dikgatlong: 

¶ Inappropriate location of Tourism Information Centre 

¶ Lack of a Tourism Association 

¶ Lack of skilled Tourism Officials  

¶ Lack of Community involvement 

¶ Unemployment 

Interventions 

¶ Community awareness campaign 

¶ YEDP programme 

¶ SMME support 
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¶ Tourism Product 

Development 

¶ Tour Guide Training 

¶ Ablution facilities for 

tourists needs to be 

erected at attractions 

eg. Gong-Gong 

Waterfall.  

 

  

PLAN 15: Tourism Plan 
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ECONOMIC PROFILE 

A presentation on the composition of the economy allows for the 

identification of key industries and also provides directives on where 

economic growth and employment creation is likely to occur. This invariably 

impacts on the economic sector through household incomes and household 

formations and the spatial location of housing demand. 

Economic Sectors 

The composition of an economy refers to the relative level of output from 

each of the ten economic sectors. Understanding economic composition in 

a study area is important for several reasons. Firstly, it allows for the 

identification of key industries, where economic growth and employment 

creation is likely to occur. Secondly, the economic composition of a region is 

a clear indication of the demand for diversification into new industries.  

The following are economic sectors are found in the DLM: 

 

Unemployment Status  

The unemployment rate indicates the number of people who are without 

employment as a percentage of the total economically active population. The 

Frances Baard DM has an average unemployment rate of 27.9%, similar to 

that of the Northern Cape. However, the Dikgatlong LM has one of the highest 

unemployment rates 40% (5 073 people) within the Municipality in 

comparison to the other local municipalities. The main contributing factor to 

the low levels of employment in Dikgatlong LM is the high percentage 

(86.2%) of labour force that has not obtained a Grade 12 Senior Certificate 

and Higher Qualification, resulting in a primarily unskilled labour force. The 

high unemployment levels also point to the lack employment opportunities 

in the local economy. Employment Distribution 
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Types of Occupation 

 

The figure above shows the type of sector in which people in the DLM are 

employed. 

LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (LED) INITIATIVES 

Local Economic Development (LED) initiatives are a critical aspect on 

empowering people and creating employment opportunities. The Dikgatlong 

Local Municipality, as part of its LED departmentͻs drive, has assisted with a 

number of LED initiatives within the municipality. The following have been 

some initiatives to assist various communities.  

In order to make sure that it is able to meet its vision, the LED strategy 

suggests projects focusing on the following areas: 

1. Agricultural Sector Development Agriculture 

2. Manufacturing and Industry Development  

3. SMME Development 

4. Tourism 

5. Quality of Life Improvement  

6. Institutional Capacity 

Table 3: LED Initiatives 

THRUST PROJECT 

THRUST 1: 

INSTITUTIONAL 

CAPACITY 

Establish Learnership Programmes. 

Establish functional LED Forums. Implement 

Economic Information System. 

Meet backlogs in sanitation, water, energy, housing 

and other services.  

Upgrade & Management of Public transport 

Systems. 

Implement sufficient Educational programmes, 

skills institutes and colleges.  

CBD and residential area upgrades. Upgrade Roads. 

Set up rail infrastructure/network.  

THRUST 2: 

MANUFACTURING 

Goat Farming. 

Game Breeding. 
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AND INDUSTRY 

DEVELOPMENT 

Vegetable & Fruit Processing. 

Field Crop Processing. 

Meat Processing. 

Research of new Products (water wise plants). 

THRUST 3: 

MANUFACTURING 

AND INDUSTRY 

DEVELOPMENT 

Fruit and Vegetable Processing. 

Field Crop Processing. 

Meat Processing. 

Tannery Plant. 

Chips Factory. 

Packaging and Distribution of Products. 

Expansion of the Manufacturing Sector. 

THRUST 4: SMME 

DEVELOPMENT  

Central Freezing & Cold Storage Transport. 

BPO&O Destination.  

SMME Database & Support Programme. 

Form Business Support Network.  

Skills Training Facilities. 

Industrial Development Strategy. 

THRUST 5: TOURISM 

DEVELOPMENT  

Mining Tourism.  

Eco Tourism.  

Game Viewing/ Trophy Hunting. Adventure 

Tourism.  

Expansion of the Hospitality Industry. Tourism 

Marketing Strategy. 

THRUST 6: QUALITY 

OF LIFE 

IMPROVEMENT  

This is seen as an all-encompassing thrust with 

specific programmes in the Expanded Public 

Works. Programmes aimed at improved 

infrastructure, overcoming backlogs in service 

delivery, providing education, health and safety 

services and so on. It should deal with the 

attractiveness of the area to investors in terms of 

quality of life and quality of labour and resources on 

the one hand, and the ability of locals to take 

advantage of economic opportunities on the other. 
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B.5 BUILT ENVIRONMENT ANALYSIS 

The Built Environment assessment aims to unpack the current aspects that 

pertained to the Built Environment aspects including land use, built form, 

housing, Infrastructure, access to basic services, etc.  

;Nothing in this world is more simple and cheaper than making cities that 

provide better for people.΄-  Jan Gehl 

LAND USE 

The Land Use assessment for the Dikgatlong LM was conducted through 

wall-to-wall verification of current land uses pertaining to the following 

towns: 

¶ Barkley West 

¶ Windorston 

¶ Delportshoop  

Barkley West 

The general characteristic of Barkley West includes Residential, with some 

Business uses and Industrial. There is also significant land outside of the 

urban area open to agricultural activity.  








































































































































































































































































































































































